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 The clock is counting down, the stands are full of students, 
parents, and faculty alike, and a wonderful smell makes it way to 
the spectators. What is that smell? What isn’t that smell? Is it mini 
donuts, cheese curds, pizza, walking tacos, corn dogs, popcorn, Buf-
falo Wild Wings, or cotton candy? Try all of the above. These 
smells can only mean one thing: the traditional Homecoming carnival!
 Fifteen minutes before the carnival opened, students were already 
waiting in line for the free food. Among the food there was also a pet-
ting zoo containing goats, llamas, sheep, geese, ducks, a pony, some 
cows, and rabbits; many rides like bumper cars, the tornado, the scram-
bler, 1000 nachts, and a fun house; and there were carnival games 
where players could win prizes from the bookstore. This year it was a 
bit rainy, but thankfully not nearly as chilly as last year’s homecoming. 
 “Despite the rainy weather, homecoming was definitely a great op-
portunity to catch up with friends that I haven’t run into for a long time,” 
said senior Amal Younis. “The carnival was fantastic as usual--the free 
food is probably the best part of homecoming, no one can deny that!” 
She is not the only student to appreciate the free food, as senior Te-
resa Schier was impressed with the cheese curds (“Cheese curds are 
good; free cheese curds are better”), and transfer student Ben Dock-
ter said, “What else could be better than free Buffalo Wild Wings?”
 The carnival is not just for eating free food, rides, and games, it 
is also for catching up with friends you might not often see, or alumni 
who have come back to visit. It is also a chance to meet new people 
that you might not have met during school hours hiding in the library or 
your dorm room. “I didn’t go last year because I was a transfer and 
didn’t know many people, but after going this year I realize I should 
have [gone],” said Dockter. “Friends, food, and rides made the experi-
ence enjoyable. I also met some new people there, so it is a great way 
to get out, become involved, have some fun and meet new people!” 
 The carnival started before the football game had complete-
ly finished but Kayla Blair, a junior in pep band says, “I re-
ally liked the fact that it started near the end of the game, so 
those who were in pep band, such as myself, or in some other 
group organization were able to attend majority of the carnival.” 
The carnival was wonderful, it was a fun experience, and despite the slightly 
dreary weather, it went off without a hitch. The homecoming carnival is something 
to look forward to every year, and is always guaranteed to be a great time!
Homecoming Carnival
“Cheese curds are good; free cheese curds are better”
By Hayley Bahnamann
 THE SWORD Oct. 20132
THIS PAPER IS A STUDENT PUBLICATION NOT AN OFFICIAL CONCORDIA PUBLICATION 
AND THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ARE NOT NECESSARILY THAT OF THE UNIVERSITY, BUT OF THE 
WRITERS AND STAFF INVOLVED IN THE PUBLICATION.
 THE SWORD 
student newspaper since 1966
TTable of Contents
Dear Concordia students, faculty, staff, and community members,
 There’s a saying by the novelist and screenwriter William 
Goldman that has stuck with me throughout my college career 
that says, “The easiest thing on earth to do is not write.” I’ve 
extended this from writing to include the whole spectrum of 
creative arts—music, visual art, theatre, photography, sculpture, 
and the like. In my mind, the point is that apathy and procras-
tination seem to be the default setting for most people, myself 
included. It’s far easier to watch the entire second season of 
Parks and Recreation (like I did today) than write a short story 
for a creative writing class (like I should have done today).
 The positive thing is that if Mr. Goldman is correct in his 
saying, then Concordia students are truly a hard-working and 
dedicated bunch. The sheer amount of artistic output from Con-
cordia’s fine arts departments each semester is overwhelming. 
 Let’s start in the theatre department. The cast of The 
Drowsy Chaperone has been rehearsing since early September, 
usually around 25 hours a week—an amount that has only increased as the musical gets closer. 
This doesn’t even bring into account the work the set designers, costume designers, pit or-
chestra, director, choreographer, and stage crew have done to ensure a successful performance.
 The art department is another fine example of creative output. Their new space (highlighted 
by Emma Hedges in this month’s issue of The Sword) has given them the room to expand their 
work, and the current exhibitions in the H. Williams Teaching Gallery are stunning examples of this.
Finally, the choirs and ensembles in the music department are in full swing and preparing for their 
winter concerts and recitals, which are sure to showcase the immense musical talent on this campus.
 While I’ve only mentioned work from our fine arts department, this by no means 
limits Goldman’s quote. I could apply the fight against lethargy to any department on 
campus. Everything that is done by the faculty, staff, and students of this campus is a 
small victory. It’s tough work, but certainly much more rewarding than a Netflix binge.
Cheers,
Jay Weiler
Editor in Chief, The Sword
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Sodexo’s New Meal Plan 
A Student’s Review and Sodexo’s Reasons
By Lauren Erath
 Surrounded by three friends nodding in agreement, sophomore 
theater major Marisa Tejeda expressed her views of the new Sodexo 
meal plan. “I’m not really a fan of it right now, and I think we are 
getting ripped off compared to last year where it was buffet style,” said 
Tejeda. “Now that it’s better food we have to pay an extreme amount 
of money. Sometimes the main meals are pretty big, but 
I don’t really want to pay $4 for three chicken tenders.”
 According to Sodexo’s general manager Terry 
Mellum, the new meal plan was created to com-
plement the Student Life Center’s renovations, turn-
ing it from buffet-style serving to food-court service. 
“ We found with the remodel this would be the 
best way to serve the students here at Concordia, 
and it allows us to be flexible and offer many more 
options than we have in the past,” said Mellum.
 As for the food prices, Mellum said they were 
based off a Food Management System and set by 
the company to decide on menus and portion sizes. 
 “We take into consideration our demo-
graphics and where we live, the size of the 
school, and then of course what our vendors charge us,” Mel-
lum explained. “And then we have to individually price out each 
item. We try to make it as affordable for students as possible.” 
 However, Tejeda argued that Sodexo’s salad prices were un-
fair. “They weigh the salads on really huge plates,” she said, “mak
ing the salads extremely expensive.” 
 Even so, Tejeda expressed that Sodexo’s food quality had in-
creased, saying, “It’s more nutritious and there are more options.”
 “We offer plenty of healthy options and gluten-free op-
tions as well, primarily our salad bar,” Mellum ex-
pounded. “I don’t think anybody can complain that 
that has absolutely been an improvement. It’s 
much nicer than what students have seen before.”
 However, students are concerned 
about more than the      food’s nutrition.
 “When you try to get side salads or anything, 
they’ll charge you an extra amount,” Tejeda asserted.
 Some of these prices, extra-sides prices resulted 
from the Bear Size Program, which Mellum said was 
created to cater to students who requested not paying 
a fixed amount for food—the buffet price—if they ate 
less than other students. With the Bear Size Program 
students may get an extra half-portion of food 
from the entrée or made-to-order lines for an additional $1.99. 
 In a final comment, Tejeda advised that Sodexo lower their prices 
“if they want kids to stick to the meal plan.” She also suggested that the 
company provide more options for students. “I’m sick of stir fry,” she said.
Muslim Journeys - Immigrants and Spiritual 
Pluralism in America 
Discovering Our Neighborhoods
By Fartun Ahmed
 Concordia University was recently se-
lected to receive the Bridging Cultures Book-
shelf: Muslim Journeys from the American Li-
brary Association and the National Endowment 
for the Humanities; it joined 840 other librar-
ies and state humanities councils across the 
nation. This project aims to acquaint the gen-
eral public with the rich histories and back-
grounds of Muslims living in the United States.
 Throughout the school year, a se-
ries of panel discussions and presentations 
will be held on campus. The first of these 
presentations—Immigrants and Spiritual Plural-
ism in America—was held on September 26 
introduced Dr. Jon Butler and Dr. Odeh Mu-
hawesh. Dr. Butler, the author of Religion in Colonial America, laid the 
historical foundation of religion in the U.S. He contends that although 
in America there was always diversity in religion, there were many 
anxieties about every new group that settled among the previ-
ously established groups. As a result of these anxieties, these new 
waves of immigrants have been persecuted for their differences. 
 The lack of accommodation and understanding of the intrica-
cies of each new group’s culture lead to suspicion, hatred and even 
death—such as the lynching of a German immigrant in Minneapolis 
in 1918. These accounts leave unsettling feelings in those of us from 
the current generation, but elders seem to be 
suffering from historical amnesia when the same 
injustices are carried out against later immi-
grants. It is for this reason that resources such 
as these books, discussions, and presentations 
are vital. The hope is that they will encour-
age the audiences to look back in history in 
order to move forward, grow as a community, 
understand each other’s struggles, and to ap-
preciate our contributions to the community.
 There are many ways that we can gain 
understanding about Muslims in our com-
munities. We can start by visiting the So-
mali malls. The crowds are lively, and the 
music and burning incense gives visitors the 
feeling of trekking in the narrow paths of distant lands. Shoppers 
can try bargaining with the shop owners, buy a few scarves, and share 
smiles with the local shopkeepers. You can also take a drive down 
Central Avenue, get a taste of some Middle Eastern cuisines and per-
haps pay a visit to the local mosque to learn more about Muslims in 
general. People don’t necessarily have to travel across oceans to make 
new discoveries anymore; the world is in our backyard. Until the next 
presentation in this series, we hope that each audience finds the events 
to their liking, and that the discussions leave people the initiative to 
explore the cultures of Muslim immigrants here in the United States. 
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Career Services
Are You Using Your Resources?
By Meredith Wagner
 Don’t worry, this is not going to turn into one of those vague 
and unrealistic “Use your resources, find a good balance, and just 
be successful!” mantras. What it will be is a look at what Concor-
dia Career Services Office can do to improve the educational sector 
of the college experience. In today’s post-college world—whether look-
ing at employment or grad school—it is not enough to have the bare 
minimum of classes, decent grades, and a degree. Experience, re-
search and networking are essential in landing the job of your dreams.
 The Career Development Process likely is, or is going to be, the most 
important part of your college experience. Linda Mayes, Director of Career 
Services, was able to demonstrate the process that her office goes through to 
help its students be successful during, and most importantly, after college. 
 In a six-part flow chart, she laid out the ba-
sic guidelines of what every college student needs for post-uni-
versity success. Starting with self-knowledge, it continues to career 
exploration, internships (i.e. practice/expe-
rience), and then strengthened professional 
skills which includes resumes, interview skills, and networking. The last 
two steps are self-explanatory: make connections, followed by effective 
job search, ending with the arrow pointing to employment/grad school. 
 Mayes has also been busy with her co-worker Ben Hansen in 
this past year creating a website completely geared towards provid-
ing information about career options to everyone involved at CSP: stu-
dents, faculty, staff, alumni, and even the parents of current students. 
 “It has been quite the learning experience, as Ben and I cre-
ated the website ourselves over the past few months, explained Linda 
as she showcased the different aspects of their website. “We plan to 
continue to expand the website as we find more resources for students.”
 Go to http://info.csp.edu/career/ for an astronomical amount 
of information concerning everything from personality and aptitude tests 
to interview practice videos. Concordia pays for access to many of the 
resources on this page, so they are rarely available anywhere else. 
 Concordia also plac-
es huge importance on this field of our education. The Senior 
Administration of Concordia creates four goals every five years that 
they want to focus on for the following five years and beyond. The 
third goal is “to increase the successful transition of students into 
post-graduate programs, either employment or graduate schools.”
 The best way to schedule an appointment is by phone 
(651)603-6245, or stopping in and talking to the student worker 
at the front desk. E-mailing careerservices@csp.edu is also effec-
tive, but not quite as efficient. So give it all a try, and help your-
self in the long run with a visit to Career Services in AD 111.
Adjunct Spotlight
By Charles Hines
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 Most students at Concordia University have had an adjunct pro-
fessor at some point during their college career. Their title may have 
been unknown, but the university could not operate without the sup-
port of its adjuncts. Adjuncts are part-time, non-salaried, non-tenure 
track faculty members who are paid for each class they teach. This 
position tends to involve professionals employed elsewhere full-time or 
retired professionals and does not always require a completed PhD.
 Jody Lindquist has been an adjunct at Concordia for six years. 
She is a member of the English department and teaches College Writ-
ing, Introduction to Literature, and Introduction to College Writing. She 
has a B.A. in English, B.S. in Education, and a M.A. in English.
Adjunct professors have many different reasons for entering into such 
teaching. “It works out well for my schedule and teaching is some-
thing I love doing,” said Lindquist. “Every class and semester is dif-
ferent, and I enjoy the challenges that come with being an adjunct.” 
 Some people start out as adjuncts with the hope of be-
coming tenured professors in the end. That is not what Lindquist 
was striving for when she started teaching at Concordia Univer-
sity. Her desires did not lead in the direction of tenured profes-
sor because that did not fit what she was looking for in her career.
 “Concordia University is interesting and fascinating as a cam-
pus,” said Lindquist. “It is a little campus with a great group 
of diverse individuals to work with. The challenge is to make 
each group better writers and thinkers than they were when they 
walked in the door.” Any student that has ever had Lindquist in 
class understands how true that quote is. Adjunct professors are 
an important element at Concordia University and just knowing a 
little more about who they are and what they do can help in appreciat-
ing the gifts they bring to our classrooms every day. Get to know your 
professors, and the ones who turn out to be adjuncts may surprise you.
Jody Linquist
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October Word Search 
The final score of the homecoming football game was 7 – 27 in fa-
vor of the visiting Minnesota State Mavericks. However, the score is 
only part of what it means to participate in the homecoming tradition.
 The defense of the Mavericks stifled the Golden Bears for much of the 
game. Concordia kept the game close during the first half, but the game took a 
turn for the worst in the second half as #2-ranked Minnesota State pulled away.
Two newcomers to the football team, juniors Sam Alakija and 
Hank Goff, have both experienced homecoming games at differ-
ent colleges. Alakija attended Rochester Community and Techni-
cal College, while Goff attended South Dakota State University. 
 Both noticed a difference in the atmosphere of the stadium at Concor-
dia. “Everyone was hyped by the crowd and the energy level of the defense 
was off the charts,” said Goff. Added Alakija: “The carnival and the activities 
leading up to the game was a big difference in the energy of the crowd.” 
 The team met with a number of Golden Bear alumni be-
fore the game, which was a great experience for many. “We got 
a great prep talk from one of one of the previous football play-
ers,” said. “The entire team was energized by the speech and it 
ended with the phrase ‘Walk the walk and don’t just talk the talk.’”
 Goff also recounted, “Our coach said to think about how you got here 
and what that means for homecoming. Take that feeling to the field with you.”
 There was more than the score to this homecoming game and 
two new recruits to the Concordia University Football family felt what 
that is for the first time. The game may have been a loss, but the 
true meaning of homecoming will last longer than the regret of defeat.
ARE YOU READY FOR SOME FOOTBALL?
Homecoming Football is About More Than the Final Score
By Charles Hines
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Male Athlete of the Month
Clint SessonBy Lauren Erath
 In football, so much attention is put on the offense, but it’s 
been the Golden Bears’ defense that has been making a name 
for itself so far this season. One player that has been making 
an impact is senior linebacker Christopher (Clint) Sesson (#44). 
 Since becoming one of the main cogs in Concordia’s defense, 
Sesson has been a force to be reckoned with. Sesson expresses that he 
plays college football because of the team’s brotherhood. “It’s not just 
about you out there on the field,” he explains. “It’s about the guy next 
to you and the guy next to him. That’s what I love about the game.” 
 Sesson was once named an Honorary Team Captain for a game 
against St. Cloud State. According to him, this honor was given to 
him because “I had been practicing very hard for my teammates while 
motivating them to do the same.” When asked about why he wears 
the number 44, Sesson responded, “Forty-four is the only number 
I’ve worn throughout my career.” When asked how he would de-
scribe himself, Sesson replied “I am 
very passionate, open-minded, de-
termined, honest, and dependable.”
 Aside from football, there is one 
other thing that motivates Sesson: his 
criminal justice major. “I used to be 
a kinesiology major,” he said, “But I 
made the switch because I wanted to 
use it to work in juvenile probation.” 
A Chicago native, Sesson hopes to 
use his background to help children 
and youths who have made poor de-
cisions. As Sesson says, “I want to 
help get them back on the right track.” 
His graduation in May will hopefully bring him closer to this goal.
From the Court to the Sideline
Former Concordia Volleyball Player Joins Coaching Staff
By Tony Kohanek
 A new assistant coach brings new ideas and a familiar face 
back to the CU volleyball program in former volleyball player El-
lie Duffy, who currently has five championship wins, which is the 
most as a player won currently on the team. 
 Coach Ellie Duffy went to Totino Grace 
high school and played varsity volleyball there 
all four years winning All-State selection twice 
and Conference Player of the Year twice.  Af-
ter which she joined the Concordia University 
Golden Bears in 2008 as a redshirt freshman. 
Concordia University had already won its first 
championship and was working on its second 
when Duffy showed up. Being a redshirt she 
couldn’t help the golden bears win champion-
ship number two. However once 2009 came 
along Duffy was eligible to play and she did. She won four champion-
ships with the bears playing in a total of 123 matches. She also led 
the team in her senior year in kills with 476, a career high which 
made her ranked 32nd in DII. She also led the NSIC (Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference) in aces with 52 and 1,084 kills with a .274 
attack percentage in her career and was a three-time team captain.
 Aside from volleyball, Duffy was also the President of Tri-Pi math 
club, and SAAC (Student-Athlete Advisory Committee). She also was 
activity chair and treasurer of the science club and helped organize Sci-
ence Olympics for local high school students and did chemistry experi-
ments with youth in the library. She has also been a part of multiple 
fundraisers including foundations for the support breast cancer patients 
and the Make a Wish foundation. After graduating from Concordia with 
a double major in math and biology she is now going for her mas-
ters in biostatistics at the U of M while coaching here at Concordia.
Intramural Sports Making a Comeback
intramurals that will definitely help in the future.” Intramural football started 
off the season with five teams, but as it progressed into the beginning 
of the season, three more teams were added for a total of eight teams.
 It may seem like this whole program would be time-consuming, but 
Christianson said, “It’s much harder before school getting all the details 
worked out, but once the season starts it goes much more smoothly.” 
 Aside from managing the intramural program, Christianson also 
coaches youth basketball back in his hometown, and he works at a training 
camp in the summer for basketball. It was through his enjoyment of intramural 
basketball last year that he was inspired to take over the intramural program. 
Intramurals are looking good this year and can only get better in time.
 Taking over for a fifth year senior in any position would be dif-
ficult, let alone taking over a whole program. Nate Christianson says 
otherwise, saying, “It’s totally worth it.” Christianson, a sophomore from 
Zimmerman, MN, runs the entire intramural sports program by himself.
 Here at Concordia we have two “seasons” for intramural sports. 
The fall semester includes football and sand volleyball. Football is 
played every Sunday night, while volleyball is played every Monday 
night. The second season will be during the spring semester where 
the sports will be basketball, volleyball, and potentially floor hockey. 
 Intramural sports at Concordia are making a comeback according 
to Christianson, who says, “It may have started off slow but will pick up 
over time. More students are coming each year to Concordia looking for
By Mitchell Carlson
Nate Christianson Hopes to Make Intermural Sporting Program Prominent
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Female Athlete of the Month
Riley HansonBy Tony Kohanek
 Concordia University Woman’s Volleyball 
team is on top once again after defeating 
Tampa and University of Minnesota, Duluth 
who were both ranked number one at the 
time.  Concordia may not have had as 
much success if it wasn’t for freshman mid-
dle blocker from Nevis, MN, Riley Hanson.
 Hanson has been playing varsity sports 
since 7th grade where she ran varsity 
track for Nevis high school. In 8th grade 
she started playing on the varsity volley-
ball team, which was intimidating accord-
ing to Hanson.  From a young age she 
has always loved being involved in sports 
and her family has always been sup-
portive, especially her mother, who was her prep volleyball coach until 
she came to Concordia University.  In high school she earned many 
awards such as being named an American Volleyball Coaches Associa-
tion (AVCA) Under-Armour All-American, Ms. Baden Finalist, Wendy’s 
Heisman state winner, three time All-State and three Time All-Tourna-
ment Selection. Hansen was named Breakdown Sports Minnesota player 
of the year, All Northwoods conference honors, and earned a total of 
16 sports letters: six in track, five in volleyball, and five in basketball. 
 While in high school she was also involved in knowledge 
bowl, math league, National Honors Society, lettered in academ-
ics, and was on the student council all four years of high school.
 Hanson chose to come to Concordia due to the friendly atmo-
sphere during a campus visit. “The reason I decided to come here 
was the people,” said Hanson. “I had visited many Division I schools 
but none were as welcoming as the students here.” Hanson knew 
she wanted to play for Coach Starkey as soon as she met him. She 
loved all the girls on the team and just felt welcomed as soon as she 
came for a visit. “Because I grew up in a small town, and Concor-
dia had the small town feel so I felt comfortable here,” said Hanson.
Concordia Women’s Soccer
Here Come the Improving Golden Bears
By Charles Hines
 The women’s soccer season has started and the team has had 
its share of wins and losses. However, most of the losses have come 
down to a single goal differential, showing the growth of the team.
 Head Coach Steve Bellis has been coaching the team for three 
years and sees this team as a talented group. Bellis stated, “The team 
is very young and we are playing a lot of freshmen and sophomores. 
Everyone is adapting well and the team is playing with more intensity.” 
 The team chemistry is also improving and that should start show-
ing results on the pitch. Emily Ecklund is a third year team member 
and plays left outside back. Ecklund is nursing an injury, but is one of 
the centerpieces of the team. “If everyone works hard and contributes 
their personal talents while communicating well,” said Ecklund, “the 
team will be successful and achieve the goal of making the playoffs.”
 The expectations for the season are many, but Coach Bel-
lis has a few specifics for his team: “Get out of the middle of the 
pack. Finish the season in the top six of the conference and be 
competitive in every game.” So far the team is doing just what the 
coach has asked for and looks to keep up the team improvements.
 While watching a very spirited practice and looking at how the team 
trained, the outlook for this season is very promising. A very good group 
of young players, mixed in with experienced players, who seem to get 
better with every game. Coach Bellis’s last statement for the readers was, 
“We have an exciting, young talented squad with a lot of energy and love 
for the game. Come out and support this exciting team and the program.
Men & Women’s Cross-Country
Striding for Excellence and Improving the Year
By Charles Hines
 The men and women cross country teams are improving both as 
a team and individually, one of the major goals of the team this season.
 The team is led by Head Coach Jonathan Breitbarth, assistant 
coaches Heidi Breitbarth and Jonathan Erber, and Graduate Assistant Mi-
chael Stoick. The men’s team has six members and the women’s team has 
four members. There are no seniors on the team and only three juniors. 
The rest of the team is made up of four freshmen and three sophomores. 
 The teams practice every day doing the week and the members 
work out on their own on Sundays. The goal of practices is to pro-
vide either intensity or duration. Coach Breitbarth said, “September was 
volume, and October and November are for intensity.” The idea is to 
get the runners going farther at first and then get them meet ready.
 The practice routines seem to be working, because the team 
has gradually improved from meet to meet so far this season. There 
are only five meets to the season and the team has completed two. 
Sophomore Maggie Marcus said, “I have reached a personal re-
cord during the season and so have some of the other runners. The 
season is going great and we’re looking forward to the rest of it.” 
 When asked what the expectations of the team were this 
year, Coach Breitbarth said, “The goal is to finish ahead of last 
year. Women look to finish 9th to 11th and the same on the men’s 
side.” The words of the coach must have rubbed off on the run-
ners as well. “The team is improving this year from last year, and 
we hope to finish closer to the top,” said Junior Andrew Gilhart. 
“We are working hard and can see the improvements at the meets.”
 Coach Breitbarth concludes, “Our athletes are self-driven and put 
themselves in a position to sacrifice the moment to achieve our goals.”
   
Photo By: Lifetouch
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Mark Rosenwinkel’s Stone Hearts
Coming of  Age Story of  Muslim Adolescence
 Premiering on November 8, Concordia University The-
atre in collaboration with Spirit in the House will present the 
play Stone Hearts. Spirit in the House is a non-profit organiza-
tion producing theater, dance, music, visual and film series events 
that reflect and encourage understanding of spiritual diversity.
 Stone Hearts is presented as part of the larger series of per-
formances “Forgiveness 360.”  This event will include story-tellers and 
seminars revolving around the idea of forgiveness. Stone Hearts takes a 
look into the difficulty of forgiveness in the face of a bloody conflict.  This 
is the second year Concordia has collaborated with Spirit in the House on 
this “Forgiveness 360” event. Though this play deals with the Bosnian 
conflict of the 1990s, many people will still find striking similarities to today.
 The main character is Camila, a teenager who is strug-
gling to find her own identity amidst a conflict in which ethnic iden-
tity itself is a dangerous thing. In many respects Camila is a typi-
cal teenager: she lives in a small Muslim town, but she’s inundated 
with Western/American culture. At the same time she’s surrounded 
by a conflict that has been going on for centuries. Ultimately, in 
the face of severe hardships that threaten the very core of her 
family, she and her siblings find a way to survive and carry on.
 This was a play that was first produced in 2001. Mark Rosen-
winkel is friends with Dr. Cheryl Robertson who works at the University 
of Minnesota’s School of Nursing, and part of her professional career 
has been to document the health effects of war and violent conflict in 
various parts of the world. Her doctoral dissertation involved interview-
ing numerous women who were refugees from the Bosnian conflict of 
the 1990’s. It was through Dr. Robertson’s work that Rosenwinkel was 
inspired to write the play. “I read her transcripts of women describing 
trying to keep families together in the midst of the constant threat of 
shelling, murder, rape and other crimes of war, and I realized that it 
would make a good play,” he said. “So I took these various stories 
and fashioned a fictional Muslim family living in Bosnia during the war.” 
 Stone Hearts will be performed in the Concordia Chapel Friday 
and Saturday, November 8, 9, 15, 16 at 7:30 PM and on November 15, 
10, 17 at 2:00 PM. Tickets are $20.00 with discounts for students and 
college faculty with valid ID and can be purchased at ticketswork.com.
Progress for the Department of Art 
and Design 
By Emma Hedges
 The Concordia Art Center has officially opened its new location. 
Instead of being spread out across several locations on campus, students 
now have a building that is completely dedicated to the Arts. The opening 
reception was on October 4 and was an opportunity for people to see the 
effort that has gone into renovating the space and the students’ artwork.
 This fall also offered some great opportunities for students to 
immerse themselves in the art community of Twin Cities’ colleges. 
Saturday Oct. 5 was the College Art Gallery Collaborative (CAGC) 
Fall Art Tour. Concordia’s Art Center was one of several stops on 
the tour, which included galleries at Macalester, Augsburg College, 
the University of St. Thomas, the University of Minnesota, Hamline, 
and St. Catherine University.  The CAGC offered free guided bus 
tours to those wishing to see all nine galleries that were participat-
ing. If you were not able to make it to the tour, the CAGC will 
also be putting on their annual Art History Symposium in the spring.
 The new Art Center had shows open in both galleries for the 
tour. The Concordia Alumni Exhibition was showcased in the H. Williams 
Teaching Gallery, with works from several decades of past graduates. It also 
represented a wide variety of media, from pottery and textiles, to drawing 
and photography. The exhibition Natura Synthetica contained sculptures that 
combined “the natural object against artificial man-made material.”  The 
CAGC Fall Art Tour was the closing reception for both of these shows, 
but be sure to watch for upcoming professional and student exhibitions.
The renovated space is freshly painted and has new artwork on display so if you 
have not had a chance to stop in the Arts and Design building, now is the time. 
By Justina Orkwick
Theater Spotlight
Amy AbrigoBy Justina Orwick
 Amy Abrigo first came to Concordia from San Antonio, Texas, 
where she was inspired to be a math teacher by one of her high 
school math teachers. But that wasn’t for her, so she switched to his-
tory. It still wasn’t right. Then, someone told her to audition for The 
Robber Bridegroom, a musical put on by Concordia in 2012. Although 
she didn’t get the part, Mark Rosenwinkel e-mailed her that he was 
really interested in having her audition for his upcoming show.  From 
there, Amy started to do stage readings for chapel and convocations. 
 Abrigo is stage-managing a professional show in Decem-
ber, and right now she is also performing in The Drowsy Chaper-
one and Stone Hearts, and she is a director for a one-act play. 
When asked why she’s doing so many things, Abrigo replied “In 
this age of theater, it’s about knowing how to do a lot of things 
to be a fluent theater artist. That’s what keeps you in a job”. 
Abrigo is also a stage management intern for Wicked at the Orpheum 
Theatre. When asked about what her plans are after college she said, 
“I really want to work in theater doing anything I can, but that can be 
hard right out of college.”  Even though she hasn’t been in theater 
very long she really loves it.  One of her favorite things is getting to 
bring everything to life on stage.  Her best advice for those who are 
thinking about getting into theater is “Just give it a try. Maybe acting 
isn’t your thing, but there is so much more to theater then just acting.”
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By Justina Orwick
Music Spotlight
Daniel Petrich
 Junior Daniel Petrich started playing the clarinet since 6th 
grade, but he’s been singing ever since he could remember. He 
comes from a very musical family. His parents were both in choir, his 
father was in band, and his younger brother is in band and choir. 
 With his experience in the clarinet, he was able to transfer his 
knowledge and learn to play saxophone as well. Playing the piano and 
a little guitar, he also learned to play the sousaphone for Pep Band. 
Petrich is involved in the Christus Chorus, the Concert Band, the Pep 
Band, the Handbell Ensemble, the Jazz Band, and Vox 9 Concordia. 
How does he balance his music with other obligations?  “Google cal-
endar,” Petrich said. “I leave some practice times open ended so I 
can learn the material, and sometimes that involves not being able to 
be with friends as much as I would like. But the end reward for the 
choices I make will be well worth that hard work that must be put 
into it. And as far as family, I try and call them any chance I get.”
 Petrich’s favorite musician is Martin Fröst, who is a principle 
clarinetist from Sweden. When asked why he came to why to Con-
cordia, Petrich said, “Here at CSP I can express my faith through 
music. The staff here is supportive and I cannot imagine being taught 
by more excellent professors. They are very knowledgeable not only 
in their fields, but have shown me new and different roles that music 
plays in everything that we do in ways I did not see before. I am 
so thankful that they have allowed me the privilege to study here.”
 One of Petrich’s fondest musical memories is when he sang at 
his mother’s best friend’s funeral. Her name was Margaret Beck, and 
she was like a second mother to him. He sang “On Eagle’s Wings” and 
that song in particular has a special place in his heart, as does she. 
 Movie Review
Gravity 3D: Depth in 3DBy Lauren Erath
 Trapped in a cage of endless empti-
ness with a destroyed vessel, Dr. Ryan Stone 
(Sandra Bullock) and Matt Kowalsky (George 
Clooney) must return to earth before their ox-
ygen expires. As their breaths grow shallow, 
their thoughts deepen concerning the delights and 
limits of existence. They might even uncover 
the meaning of life—unless they are pelted with 
shooting debris from a Russian satellite first.
 Gravity 3D earns a full Sword for Cine-
matic Quality—this excludes the 2D  version. The 
movie utilizes the boundlessness of 3D to rep-
resent the depths of outer space and life. This 
provides beautiful and intense scenes for viewers 
and expands the theme of grasping purpose and 
overcoming the limitless challenges of existence. 
  Although it excels in Cinematic Qual-
ity, Gravity 3D receives half a Sword for En-
gagement. Parts of the film are thrilling, oth-
ers wonderfully insightful, but much of it drifts 
like its failed rocket boosters. This shows 
that even ceaseless depth can be dull.
 The movie achieves an entire Sword for 
Acting, demanding the full talents of Sandra Bull-
ock and George Clooney. Both actors develop 
interesting and complicated characters that are 
realistic, relatable, and charming. They express 
their thoughts and emotions well, showing the best 
of comedy and drama. Also, their struggles and 
thoughts further the theme with grace and skill. 
 As for Plot, Gravity 3D receives half a 
Sword. The storyline is well designed, but drags 
due to its difficult setting. Also, the film forced too 
much action into its beginning, exhausting the au-
dience’s excitement before the climax began. Had 
it used less consecutive action scenes, spreading 
engagement throughout the story, and added more 
original situations, it would have gained a full Sword. 
 Gravity 3D, overcoming the bounds of this 
column, takes ¾ of a Sword for Overall Perfor-
mance. It expresses meaningful messages in an 
entrancing way while entertaining viewers with as-
tounding 3D action. However, the feature has many 
gaps between drama and insights. This makes the 
movie more of a one-time thrill than a masterpiece 
due to its slow scenes and fragmented climax. 
 With 3 ¾ Swords, Gravity 3D entrances 
and influences audiences—until the risk of dy-
ing in space becomes more sluggish than scary. 
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Book Review
By Tara Rupiper
 The Edge of Never is written by J.A. Redmerski, who is 
on the New York Times, USA To-
day and Wall Street Journal best-sellers 
lists. She is greatly influenced by Neil 
Gaiman, Anne Rice, and J.K. Rowling. 
 The Edge of Never is a novel about 
a girl named Camryn Bennett, who is 
dealing with multiple issues including her 
first love dying in a tragic car accident, 
her father cheating on her mother, and 
her brother being in jail for killing some-
one because he was drunk driving. She 
finally breaks down and decides to take a 
bus to anywhere but her home in South 
Carolina. On the bus to nowhere, she 
meets Andrew Parrish. Andrew is travel-
ing to Wyoming to see his dying father 
but is taking the bus to clear his head instead of taking a plane with the 
rest of his family. However, Andrew has some other issues that are not 
fully present or discussed as Camryn and Andrew’s relationship develops.
 The two of them become inseparable, and they purposely prolong 
the trip to continue their growing relationship. They end up falling in love 
with each other, but their relationship hangs in the balance when An-
drew’s secrets very suddenly shove a wedge between the two of them.
 I loved the concept of two strangers meeting on a bus with no 
plan to ever stop traveling and go off gallivanting around the country. 
The novel was very cute and had an adorable love story. The love that 
formed between both Camryn and Andrew is of the purest kind. I also 
like the humor that was embedded within the book as well. However, I 
did have an issue with the development of the characters and how at 
the beginning of the book, they would act in a way that was inconsistent 
with the events while the book progressed from one situation to another. 
I overlooked this issue because overall I thought it was a very enjoy-
able read that made me cheer for Camryn and Andrew to be together. 
The Drowsy Chaperone Preview
This Fall’s Musical is a Roaring Good Time
By Meredith Wagner
 “There are many ups-and-downs and some generally hi-
larious theatrical mishaps,” said Stage Manager Paige Joosten, giv-
ing a synopsis of the fall musical The Drowsy Chaperone. Written 
in 1997, this musical comedy is told from the standpoint of a cyni-
cal old actor. As he listens to a recording of the supposedly famous 
1928 musical The Drowsy Chaperone, the characters come to life on 
stage. In this memory, the lead character, Janet Van De Graaf, de-
cides to marry a man she has just met; the rest of the play centers 
on the resulting hubbub of her family, friends and co-workers. The 
sub-title of the play puts it perfectly: “A Musical within a Comedy”.
 Concordia will be putting on their own, somewhat modified ver-
sion of this musical from Oct. 24- 26 at 7:30pm, and at 2:30pm 
on Sunday the 27th in the Pearson Theatre. As usual, it costs noth-
ing for Concordia students, but is five dollars for all other students, 
as well as Concordia faculty and staff. There is a somewhat higher 
(ten dollars) admission fee for all other audience members. The auditorium 
opens at 7:00, so be sure to get there early and secure a seat or three. 
 There has been quite a bit of outside help with this particular 
production, as guest director Buffy Sedlacheck and guest dance cho-
reographer Tina Mulder have been running this show from the start. 
Sedlacheck hails from CLIMB (Creative Learning Ideas for Mind and 
Body) Theatre, where she works as a full time director. She has worked 
with Concordia before and comes back every few years for a spot of 
guest directing, usually doing musical comedies. Ms. Mulder, the dance 
specialist, works for—and is currently participating in—a play at Chanhas-
sen Dinner Theatre, but still manages to put in time at Concordia. 
  So far, the cast dynamics are good, and the show 
was on track at the four-week mark, according to Joosten. There 
are only six and a half weeks of rehearsals, so every minute counts. 
The actors are putting an amazing amount of work into this pro-
duction. Come watch The Drowsy Chaperone and see for yourself. 
Food Review: Savoy’s Inn
By Micah Niebuhr
 This month’s spotlight is Savoy’s Inn, an Italian eatery with a 
homely pub feel on Lafayette and 7th. At first I didn’t think too much 
of the place. It wasn’t very big, and it was packed. It seemed like 
every seat was taken. That was just the bar room. The next room 
was the real dining area. Although this room wasn’t as big, there was 
plenty of space to eat and relax. The only drawback was the number 
of people there. Wall to wall, ceiling to floor, there were people. It 
was loud, but at the same time, the place was very cozy, and the 
noise seemed to amplify that feeling. It didn’t make me uncomfort-
able at all. Additionally, you could communicate with your server with 
ease. It was good to see that the noise didn’t affect them either.
 Our server was friendly and would constantly come by and 
check on me during me thirty-minute wait, but the food was worth it! 
She brought me the Savoy Sampler—an excellent mix of pasta, ravioli, 
and meatballs. It was like Christmas in your mouth. It was a flavor 
explosion that almost made me cry 
tears of joy. It was good. Next I 
got a pizza. This thing was a gar-
gantuan pizza of epic proportions. 
For twenty dollars, you could feed 
a family of five with no trouble.
 My experience at Savoy’s is 
one I will not easily forget. A place 
with a huge selection of pastas, 
a massive selection of pizzas, a 
full bar, excellent service, a decent 
burger selection, a great price range, 
and a takeout line that goes out the 
door from the moment they open 
until the moment they close, Savoy’s earned their spot in my stomach.
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Across
1 A Halloween related 
gathering 
3 Vampires usually bite 
you here 
5 Prank played on 
Halloween Night 
7 Covers your face on 
Halloween 
11 Treat given out on 
Halloween 
14 Favorite drink of 
Vampires 
15 Said to haunt a house 
or plave 
16 Most common 
Halloween color 
17 A Place where a ghost 
might be 
Down
1 Field were pumpkins are 
grown 
2 They fly in the sky at 
night 
4 Black birds that fly 
together 
6 A witch's most faithful 
pet 
7 He's all wrapped up in 
rags 
8 What you carve for 
Halloween 
9 Vampires use these to 
bite 
10 Spins a web to catch its 
food 
12 A word used to scare 
people 
13 Tastes good covered in 
caramel 
October Crossword Puzzle
By Tara Rupiper
ACROSS
 1. A Halloween relatied   
 gathering
 3.  Vampires usually bite you  
 here
 5. Prank played on Hallow- 
 een Night
 7. Covers your face on 
 Halloween
 11. Treat given out on Hal 
 loween
 14. Favorite drink of vampires
 15. Said to haunt a house or  
 place
 16. Most common Halloween  
 color
 17. A place where a ghost  
 might be
DOWN
 1. Field where pumpkins are  
 grown
 2. They fly in the sky at  
 night
 4. Black birds that fly to- 
 gether
 6. A witch’s most faithful pet
 7. He’s all wrapped up in  
 rags
 8. What you carve
 9. Vampires use these to  
 bite
 10. Spins a web to catch its  
 food
 12. A word used to scare  
 people
 13. Tastes good covered in  
 caramel
Art Student Spotlight
Amber SchmidtBy Hayley Bahnemann
  “After a while of seeing what you can do with it, you just crave art.” 
If you have heard these words before, you probably know an art student. 
But, for someone who has been working with art 
since she was five, those are words to live by. 
 The above quote is attributed to Am-
ber Schmidt, a junior art studio major. Her 
first drawing was a picture of Pikachu, which 
she drew from the pencil she was using. Her 
first art class was ceramics, and in middle 
school, she took the required project to a 
whole new level. While every other student 
was making a pot and painting it with glaze, 
Schmidt decided to create a flower as the 
handle on the lid and paint the pot with 
regular paints, to give it a cooler texture. 
 Schmidt continued to advance her ar-
tistic abilities and in high school, she and 
her mom fought for her to take art classes 
instead of study hall because she wanted to 
be able to take them all. While she was 
in these classes her teachers invited her to 
submit a piece for the NCC art show, a 
prestigious art show where only 13-15 people 
were allowed to attend. She had to create a 
drawing of an object from three different angles and chose to draw a 
purse. She attended the show, where she missed a day of school and 
got to learn about different types of art from professionals who came 
in to teach the students. She learned about tie-dying and chocolate 
printing, and she was able to mingle with them and ask questions. 
 She had a great time and won the Judges’ Award at the show; 
resulting in her piece being in the display case at her school. She 
was very proud of herself. Her senior year, she was 
invited back and, even though she didn’t win any-
thing, her younger brother won the Judges’ Award. 
“I’ve never been so proud of my brother,” she said.
 Once Schmidt got to Concordia she immediately 
entered art classes. As an Art Studio major, you are re-
quired to take classes in the different art forms and you 
can advance in the ones you are most interested in. “You 
can’t really limit the amount that you learn from each 
class,” said Schmidt. “You can take advanced painting 
multiple times and you learn something new every time.” 
 Schmidt thinks highly of Concordia’s art fac-
ulty. “The teachers are nice, encouraging and they 
make you feel like you belong there,” she said, 
“and they will personally ask you to join in their 
classes, because they think you will do well.” 
 Schmidt is a member of Art Club, and went 
to many art shows this summer. She visited her 
great aunt in Michigan who refurbishes old paint-
ings and she learned a lot from her, she also went 
to a chalk festival in Bay Shore, where artists cre-
ate paintings with chalk and they make them come 
to life. “It was nice to see something so ordinary made into some-
thing more detailed and alive than you would expect,” she said.
Schmitt continues to grow in her talent and hopes to work in art gal-
lery or a museum while still drawing and attending art shows. Schmidt 
will be helping with any gallery openings and the future art shows. 
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With October comes a spooky event. The CSP theatre program is putting together a 
haunted house that will give you a fright. You will have a guide to lead you though seven 
rooms that will give seven different scares in the Hauntatorium. The theme of the haunt-
ed house is “Things that Go Bump in the Night,” is fun for all ages, and only costs $1.
Come if you dare!
Come to Concordia’s Hauntitorium
E.M. Pearson Theatre Oct. 30 8:30pm-10:30pm
Comic by Maddie Austin
By Sam Wressell
